CLASSROOM RULES

Always, always, always make your classroom rules known the first day
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My idea is a unique way to display your rules in your classroom rather than just writing them on a piece of poster board.  First, draw a puzzle.  You should have one more puzzle piece than the number of rules you have.  For example, if you have five rules then draw your puzzle with six pieces. (One piece needs to be directly in the middle of the puzzle.)  After drawing the puzzle, run it off on paper.  Use an overhead projector to make it the size suitable for the area that you post your rules.  It is really cute to do each puzzle piece a different color.  Write a class rule in each puzzle piece.  Save the center piece for writing "Good Behavior Completes the Puzzle."  For durability, you can laminate it to use year after year! 
Class Rules

Lining Up – 

Since you line up outside you might want to have a signal to use that once they look over and see it they are to come over immediately.  Use a sign that says IT IS TIME in big red letters.  You might want to try a sound signal such as a whistle and blow three quick tweets that tells them it is time.  Tell them what the signal is and practice it for the first week.  That way they know.  Then have a consequence for the ones that don’t come right away.  Such as taking recess away for two days or have them sit at lunch by themselves for a day.

Speaking in class –

I tell them they need to listen to me and raise their hands to speak. If they yell out an answer I ignore them.  I always thank them for raising their hands when they do get the message.

Tattle Telling –

I also tell them they need to take care of themselves and let me take care of the other students.  This helps curb tattle telling which they love to do at this age and which can get quite disruptive.

Not on Task –

If they are not doing their work, I tell them they have a choice of doing it during class or during recess.  This is a magic motivator!  I also have kept them in for up to three minutes for such things as not being respectful for other students.

Not Feeling Well –

If they claim they are not feeling well, I tell them sitting quietly will help.  But do check to see if they’re hot.

Encourage your children to mind rules and treat other respectfully by holding a weekly "goody drawing." Throughout the week, catch children in the act of doing something good - helping a classmate, cleaning up the room, being polite, etc. Have them write down what they did along with their name on a slip of paper, and place it in the jar. On Friday, draw a few names out for prizes - and next week start over again!

Rules
I ask my students write the school rules and classroom rules. We do this together rather than me just telling them and posting them. Getting them involved in doing this seems to make them feel in a way that they should not break the rules they made themselves. Of course the rules are the ones I would have posted anyway. 

Modeling Class Rules 

Materials: 2 puppets, similar, but not the same. 

Description: You may use different color (such as purple and orange) puppets to model "good choices". Usually, purple is the one who makes the "not so good "choices!  This is fun, and it works great with the youngsters. 

I start talking with the puppets and they are talking to each other. 
For example, playing with others.  Orange will be playing with some of the students and Purple will come in and pull on one of the students’ shirts, arm, etc. trying to play. 

I then stop and I start talking as myself asking if that was a good choice, etc.  It is a riot, and the kids do offer better choices and we model the better choice.  I often catch the students playing with the puppets during free choice, making good and not so good choices!
I also use some apples to indicate good behavior or warnings.  (You may use my apple template or find one online.  Print them out on green, yellow and red paper.  Laminate them and put a magnet on the back of each piece.) I use some children graphics (please see my CTR series) and write students’ names on each child graphic.  I laminate the graphics and put a magnet on the back of each piece.  Find a place on the board to display all the children’s graphics. When a child is behaving well, such as answering a question, I put a green apple next to it. If a child is misbehaving, or not following the class rules, I put a yellow apple next to it, indicating warnings.  For repeated misbehavior after warnings, a red apple will mean consequences.  I always let the children put the apple next to his/her piece themselves.  They love doing this, especially when they’re receiving a green apple.  This is a way to motivate positive behaviors.  I also put the children’s graphics in groups according to their grouping.  So if the group is performing well, I give the whole group green apples.  This has been very effective, and encourage group spirit and participation.  T
Back to School Rules 
Grade Level(s): 3-5 
Learn the basic classroom rules to have a safe and productive year. 

Materials:

· paper 

· pencil 

· chalkboard 

· chalk 

· eraser 

· Optional: an old phone 

Plan:

1. First I talk to the students about the basic classroom rules and why they are so important. 

2. Then, we talk about how the classroom is all of ours for 180 days and that they should have some input in regards to some rules they feel that are important to them as fifth graders. 

3. They break into cooperative groups and come up with one or two more rules. 

4. We return back into a large group. The groups present their rules. We vote on the two or three best rules to add to my rules. Of course, I am the President, so I may veto any rule the I feel is inappropriate. 

5. To close: We play a version of " Who Wants to Be a Millionaire" called " Who Wants to Have a Good Year" with the classroom rules.

Comments:

I find this enables the students to have fun with the rules and take some ownership. 

